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KERN COUNTY 


The Kern County Health Department has provided 


the following report of an effective control of a rabies 


epidemic in that county. 


“Two cases of animal rabies have been reported 


paper articles and personal talks in the schools and 
throughout the areas involved. The chief points 
stressed in the rabies control program were as 
follows: 


(1) Emphasis was placed on the necessity of 
confining all quarantined dogs to their owners’ 
premises and that all dogs found out of quarantine 


f change in behaviour, for any such change - 
in Kern County since December. The first case signs 0 o 
occurred in Mojave in December and the second might denote symptoms of rabies. or | = 
case occurred in the Kern Lake area in January. _ (3) In ease of an animal bite, immediate cauter- , 
Neither animal had been vaccinated. The outbreaks ization of the wound by a physician was urged. It a 
were accompanied by reports that several dogs and was emphasized that the wound should be cauter- i. 
coyotes had died with suspicious symptoms. These ized with fuming nitric acid, the only reliable = 
were the first Kern County cases reported since cauterizing agent to be used for animal bites. — 
October, 1940. (4) In ease of an animal bite, the health depart- i 
~The Mojave rabid dog died after biting a two- ment should be notified immediately. 4 4 
year-old boy. The boy’s wound was cauterized and (5) The biting animal should not be shot unless a 
he received the full course of Pasteur treatments necessary for the protection of others since this ae 
and did not develop rabies. | might interfere with the laboratory examination a 
In the second outbreak, on the floor of the valley, of the brain, as the Negri bodies upon which the <a 
the rabid animal, a sheep dog, was of the furious diagnosis of rabies is made are not found in the a) 
type and contacted an unknown number of other brain until the dog is dying of the disease. A rabid e 
dogs and domestic and wild animals. Several sheep dog always dies within a period of 12 days of the - 
died following the dog’s foray. No human bites onset of the disease. | ee 
from the sheep dog were reported, but one bite from (6) The biting animal should be held for obser- oi 
a dog which had fought with the rabid animal was vation. The biting animal must be quarantined and “a 
reported and the victim received Pasteur treatment. watched closely for 21 days to determine whether a 
No symptoms developed. Both Mojave and the rabies will develop. If the dog remains normal i 
Kern Lake area were placed under strict quarantine during this 21-day quarantine period, the possibil- By 
of six months and stray dogs in the areas were ity of rabies being transmitted to the bite victim ‘a 
destroyed. ean be dismissed. HE 
Both the quarantining program and the vaccina- (7) If the biting animal is rabid, or if it can not sy 
tion and tagging program were accompanied by an be caught and observed, the victim should receive sa 
educational campaign using posters, notices, news- Pasteur treatment immediately. a 


CONTROLS RABIES 


— be promptly destroyed and their owners 
prosecuted. 


(2) Dog owners were instructed to ‘ste the 
health department should their animal show any 


(8) Pasteur treatment is sometimes recommended 
even though the dog is under observation, depend- 
ing upon the location and severity of the bite. 
The closer the wound is to the brain, the more 
quickly the virus will reach the brain; for example, 
rabies develops earlier after bites on the head and 
face than after bites on the arm or leg. Whether 
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the victim should receive Pasteur treatment is for 
the physician to decide. 

The health department found the cooperation of 
dog owners and residents commendable in every 
instance. This cooperation is reflected in the vac- 
eination figures and in the fact that no secondary 
cases of rabies have been reported.’’ | 


INDUSTRIAL HEALTH CONFERENCE 


The medical, surgical and industrial hygiene ex- 
_ perts who are safeguarding the well-being of more 
than 20,000,000 industrial workers have agreed to 


pool their knowledge and exchange their experiences — 
regarding the many new and complex problems of 
today’s wartime production. For,this purpose their 


organizations, the American Association of Industrial 
Physicians and Surgeons, the American Industrial 
Hygiene Association, and the National Conference of 
Governmental Hygienists, are combining their annual 
meetings in a four-day ‘‘WAR CONFERENCE’? at 
Rochester, New York, May 24-27, 1943. Among the 
problems to be discussed from a practical standpoint 
are: the mass entry of women into industry, older- 
age employees, with their various associated problems, 
proper placement and employability considerations of 
the 4F rejectees, rehabilitation and proper employ- 


ment of those already discharged from the military 


services because of disabling conditions, toxic and 
other hazards from new substances, new processes, 
and the use of substitute materials, absenteeism, 
fatigue, nutrition, effects of long hours, double shifts, 
two-job workers, overtime, increased industrial acci- 
dent rates, advances in the treatment of illnesses and 
injuries, and many others. 

This joint meeting will be a report on the state of 
the Nation, by the men who know, in matters of indus- 


trial health. Dr. William A. Sawyer, Medical Di- 


rector of Eastman Kodak, is General Chairman; Dr. 
James H. Sterner and Lieut. Comm. J. J. Bloomfield 
are arranging the programs for the industrial hygien- 
ists. 

Physicians and surgeons, hygienists, engineers, 
nurses, executives—all who are interested in the prob- 
lems of industrial health and their solution—are in- 
vited to attend as many of the sessions as they can 
arrange for; no registration fee is required. _ 


~ LABORATORY DIAGNOSIS OF TUBERCULOSIS 


The laboratories in tuberculosis sanatoria through- 
out the State are now being covered in a survey 
undertaken by the Division of Laboratories, which 
it is believed will lead to the adoption of uniform 
standard procedures in this important diagnostic 
facility. 


COURT PROCEDURE SIMPLIFIED 


The procedure to register births by court action in 
California has been simplified by Chapter 12 of the 


Statutes of 1943. The present procedure provides— 


- 1. A verified petition may be filed with the 
county clerk of the county in which the applicant 
now resides or in which he was born upon the 
payment of the fee of $3.00. We do not furnish 
forms for petition because each one must be made 
up to fit the case. 


2. The clerk, with the consent of the court, will — 


set a place and date of hearing not less than five 
days nor more than 10 days after the filing. 


3. A copy of the petition together with the notice 


of place and date of hearing must be filed with the — 
district attorney of the county in which the action 
is brought. If he so desires, he may appear and 


oppose the making of the order. 


4. The hearing may take place either in open 
court or in chambers. For cause, the date of the 
hearing may be delayed beyond the 10-day period. 
If there is more than one superior court judge in 
the county in which the petition has been filed, the 
hearimg shall be assigned to the probate department. 
®. The order establishing the fact of birth, death, 


or marriage shall be made upon the blank pre- 
scribed and furnished by the State Registrar of 


Vital Statistics and shall include only one birth, 


3 death, or marriage. 
6. A certified copy of the order must be filed 


- with the State Registrar of Vital Statistics at Sac- 


ramento. A second verified copy of.the order must 
be filed with the local registrar of vital statistics of 
the district in which the birth occurred. In the 
ease of marriages, this registrar will be the county 


recorder. The process of registration 1s not com-. 


plete until certified copies of the order have been 


filed in both places. The order filed with the local 


registrar must be accompanied by a delayed certifi- 


eate of birth, the form for which may be found ~ 


attached to the court order. 


VIRUS DIAGNOSTIC SERVICES 


The State Health Department has provided a virus 


diagnostic unit for the-benefit of health officers and 
doctors of medicine throughgut the State and a field 
trip has been made recently for the purpose of inform- 
ing interested officials rel: 
this diagnostic service may be used. Twenty coun- 
ties in the southern and central portions of the State 
were visited. Particular attention was given to those 
counties where encephalomyelitis is endemic. Visits 


were made to city and county héalth departments, 


county hospitals, pathologists, resident physicians, 
public health bacteriologists, clinical laboratory tech- 
nicians and supervising public health nurses. The 


erowing importance of communicable diseases caused 


by viruses makes the work of this new diagnostic unit 
of particular importance at this time. 


we to the methods by which | 
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NEUROTROPIC VIRUS DISEASES 


- The’ number of cases of neurotropic virus diseases 
investigated during February was not. excessively 


large, but considerably more attention is being paid to — 


this group of communicable diseases that is so highly 
disastrous to the central nervous system. Physicians 
throughout the State are alert in establishing diag- 
noses for these diseases, and the Bureau of Epidemi- 
ology receives many calls for assistance in the estab- 
lishment of diagnosis in suspected cases. 

Last month, in Kings County a cook became sud- 


denly ill, collapsing on the way home from work. High © 


fever, headache, restlessness, lethargy, muscle weak- 
ness and other symptoms predominated. Blood speci- 
mens were sent to the State Virus ee to 
confirm the diagnosis of encephalitis. 

In Kern County, five suspected cases of eneenhiiitin 
were investigated in four of which diagnosis of en- 
cephalitis was confirmed. Blood specimens were sent 
to the virus laboratory for study. In Imperial 
County, three suspected cases were investigated, one 
of which proved, upon postmortem, to be tubercular 
meningitis. 

Another case in a 12 year old boy in ‘Riverside 
County who had standard symptoms of encephalitis 
was investigated and examination of a blood specimen 
indicated that the disease was of the Western type 
equine encephalitis. 

A suspected case of encephalitis was investigated 
in Glenn County, but diagnosis was established as 
virus pneumonia. 


FEWER VENEREAL CASES UNDER 
TREATMENT 

A decrease is noted in the number of patients with 
syphilis and gonorrhea who are treated in clinics 
throughout the State. A decrease is also noted in the 
number of new admissions to clinics of patients who 
are seeking diagnosis or treatment of gonorrhea. 
These decreases are believed due in part to the 1m- 
proved economic situation of patients; which: makes 
it possible for more individuals to be referred to 
physicians in private practice. This would indicate 
also that the wide-spread and intensive program for 
the control of venereal diseases is providing demon- 
strable results. 

The number of treatments for syphilis shows an 
increase which is due to the practice of treating 
patients more frequently than once a week which 
had been the custom until recently. During January 
of 1943, 1,543 new cases of syphilis and 500 new cases 
of gonorrhea were admitted to clinics. Total clinic 
visits during the month total 68,904. 


MATERNAL CARE FOR ARMY WIVES 


The Bureau of Maternal and Child Health last 
month made a survey of facilities for the maternal care 
of Army wives in five counties of Southern California. 
In some communities, where facilities are limited, 
great problems are presented in the provision of 
maternity care for the large numbers of dependents 
of soldiers in Army camps. In some places, prenatal 
cases are referred by camp physicians to local health 
departments for nursing follow-up. The situation 


is complicated by a shortage of hospital beds. In 


other counties Army camps maintain prenatal clinics 
and complete medical care is provided for dependents 
of men below the grade of staff sergeant. 


In one of the seacoast counties, Navy physicians are 
conducting prenatal clinics in a local hospital for 


Navy wives as well as for Army dependents. In one 
project where 30,000 people are said to be housed, four 
physicians and six full-time nurses are working con- 


stantly under a health insurance program. The health — 


and medical service is paid for by the families ang 
with their rent. 

A great need for day care facilities for children was 
encountered in one locality where an ammunition 
depot is employing large numbers of women. In still 


another county which has a tremendous number of 
military camps and training centers as well as indus- | 


tries and air depots where several thousand women 


~ are to be employed, the private hospitals are crowded 


and the county hospital has vacant beds. This dis- 
crepancy occurs because of the high wages paid in 
industry and the consequent ability of industrial 


workers to pay hospital fees. Similarly, prenatal 


clinics have fallen off greatly since money is available 
to pay for private care. 

The problems in the provision of proper maternity 
care for not only wives of Army men but also for 


wives of industrial workers is very great; neverthe- _ 


less, every possible effort is being exerted locally with 
assistance of the American Red Cross as well as Army 
and Navy medical personnel to bring relief wherever 
it may be indicated. The shortage of private hospital 
beds, however, 1s most acute. 


FRESNO APPOINTS DR. COLEMAN 


| Dr. Earl H. Coleman has been appointed City Health 


Officer of Fresno to succeed Dr. Carleton Mathewson, 


who died March 1st. Dr. Coleman is a graduate of 


Stanford University School of Medicine and is Di- 
rector of Physical Education at the Fresno State Teach- 


ers’ College. He we serve the city upon a sides | 


basis. 
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MORBIDITY* 


Comprete Reports for Certain Diseases Recorded for Week 


Ending March 138, 1943 
Chiskeapex 


2063 cases from the following counties: Alameda 180, Butte 17, 


~ Contra Costa 53, Fresno 68, Glenn 1, Humboldt 11, Kern 59, Kings 


6, Lassen 17, Los Angeles 554, Madera 34, Marin 35, Merced 1, 
Monterey 16, Napa 13, Orange 36, Plumas 1, Riverside 44, Sacra- 
mento 35, San Bernardino al, San Diego 331, San. Francisco 194, 
San Joaquin 73, San Luis Obispo 14, San Mateo 39, Santa Bar- 
kara 32, Santa Clara 43, Santa Cruz 6, Shasta 14, Siskiyou 31, 


Solano 4, Sonoma 49, Stanislaus 1, Sutter 5, Tulare’ 5, Ventura 6, 


Yolo 1, Yuba 3. 


German Measles 


1562 cases from the following counties: Alameda 151, Contra 
Costa 9, El Dorado 4, Fresno 23, Inyo 12, Kern 4, Lassen 1, Los 


- Angeles 468, Madera 5, Marin 10, Monterey 6, Orange 85, Plumas 


1, Riverside 19, Sacramento 36, San Bernardino 97, San Diego 286, 
San Francisco 126, San Joaquin 28, San Luis Obispo 9, San Mateo 
15, Santa Barbara 21, Santa Clara 57, Santa on 9, Solano 3, 
Sonoma 19, Ventura 57, Yuba 2. 3 


699 cases from the following counties: Alameda 63, Butte # 
Colusa 2, Contra Costa 17, Fresno 10, Humboldt 7, Kern 12, Kings 
2, Lassen 8, Los Angeles 918. Madera 2, Marin 22, Modoc 37, Mon- 
terey 15, Napa 3, Orange 3, Placer ‘? Plumas 5, Riverside 20, 
Sacramento 33, San Bernardino 14, San Diego 50, San Francisco 
69, San J oaquin 6, San Luis Obispo 2, San Mateo 9. Santa Barbara 
2, Santa Clara 24. Siskiyou 2, Solano 20, Sonoma 8, Stanislaus 2, 
Sutter 3, Ventura ) Yolo 4, Yuba 1. 


Mumps 


709 cases from the following counties: poeoern rs 53, Contra 
Costa 18, El Dorado 2, Fresno 17, Humboldt 17, Kern 8, Kings 
19, Lassen 8, Los Angeles 154, Madera & Marin 1, Monterey 1, 
Napa 28, Orange 11, Riverside 8, Sacramento 6, San Bernardino 
14, San Diego 94, San Francisco 93, San Joaquin 99, San Luis 


Obispo 1, San Mateo 16, Santa Barbara 2, Santa Clara 18, Solano om 


2, Sonoma 1, Stanislaus 6, Ventura 2, Yolo 13, Yuba 1. 


Scarlet Fever 


189 cases from the following counties: Alameda 4, Butte 3, 
Contra Costa 6, Fresno 8, Humboldt 1, Kern 2, Lassen 10, Los 


Angeles 76, Marin 2, Napa 8, Orange 5, Sacramento 4, San Ber- | 


nardino 1, San Diego 8, San Francisco 18, San Joaquin 3, San 


Mateo 7, Santa Barbara 1, Santa Clara 4, Solano 12, Sonoma 2, , 


Stanislaus 1, Tehama 1, Tulare 1, Yuba 1. 


Whooping Cough 


353 cases from the following counties: Alameda 30, Contra 
Costa 19, Fresno 8, Kern 22, Lassen 1, Los Angeles 118, Madera 
2s Marin 6, Monterey 2, Orange 1, Riverside 16, Sacramento 4, 
San Bernardino 2, San Diego 54, San Francisco 23. San Joaquin 
15, San Luis Obispo 2, San Mateo 8, Santa Barbara 4, Santa 
Clara 10, Solano 1, Sonoma 2, Ventura 2, Yolo 3, Yuba 8. 


Diphtheria 


19 cases from the following counties: Alameda 3, Los Angeles 
6, Placer 1, Riverside 1, San Bernardino 3, San Joaquin 2, San 
Mateo 1, Yolo 1, Yuba 1 


Epilepsy | 
40 cases from the following counties: Alameda 1, Los Angeles 
35, Napa 1, Sonoma 3. 


Dysentery (Bacillary) 
5 cases from the following counties: Los Angeles 3, Sonoma 2. 


Encephalitis (Infectious) 
2 cases from the following counties: Fresno 1, Marin 1. 


Food Poisoning 
One case from Los Angeles County. 


Influenza (Epidemic)) 
63 cases reported in the State. 


Jaundice (Infectious) ) 
5 cases from the following counties: Madera 3, Santa Barbara 2. 


Malaria 


One case from Los Angeles County. 


* Data regarding the other reportable diseases not listed herein, 
may be obtained upon request. 


** Cases charged to ‘“‘California’’ represent patients ill before 
entering the State or those who contracted their illness traveling 
about the State throughout the incubation period of the disease. 
These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 
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Meningitis (Meningococcic) 


26 cases from the following counties: Alameda 5, Los Angeles 
5, Madera 1, Napa 1, Sacramento 3, San Bernardino 1, San Diego 
1, San Francisco 2, San Joaquin 1, ‘Santa Clara 1. 


Paratyphoid Fever 
One case: California 1.** 


Pneumonia (Infectious) 
142 cases reported in the State. 


Poliomyelitis (Acute Anterior) 


7 cases from the following counties: Los Angeles 3, Orange 1, 
San Bernardino 1, Santa Clara 1, Shasta 1. 


Rabies (Animal) 


17 cases from the following counties: Fresno 4, Kern 3, Los 
Angeles 7, Riverside 1, San Luis Obispo 1, California 1.** 


Rheumatic Fever (Acute) 
6 cases from the following counties: Fresno 1, Los Angeles 3, 


~ Riverside 1, San Francisco 1. 


Tetanus | 
2 cases from the following counties: Fresno 1, Orange 1. 


Typhoid Fever 


9 cases from the following counties: Alameda 1, Fresno 3, Kings 
3, Los Angeles 1, Merced 1. 


Typhus Fever 


2 cases from the following counties: San POROETAS 1, San 
Diego 1. 


Undulant Fever | 
2 cases from Los Angeles County. 


Gonorrhea 
155 cases reported in the State. 


Syphilis 
457 cases reported in the State. 


MORE RABIES REPORTED 
For several years past, rabies has not constituted 


a public health menace of great extent in any com- 


munity of the State. There are indications now, 


however, that rabies is becoming more prevalent, 
and unless active measures for its control are adopted 


in some counties of the States it may become an acute 
public health problem. 

In February, the Bureau of Sanitary Inspections 
assisted health officials in Kern County in an investi- 
gation of an outbreak of this disease. Since it started, 
150 separate investigations have been made and reports 


of 56 dog bites have been checked. Because of the 


extensive work done in this area, the rabies situation 
is definitely under control in Kern County. It would 
appear, however, that in some other portions of the 
State it will be necessary for intensive activities to 
be undertaken lest rabies become widely epidemic. 
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